CHAPTER III

EARLY GoTHONIC PERSONAL NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS IN
BriTaIN

Early Alien Influence. As briefly recalled in the opening
chapter, the Teutons ultimately overcame the Celts in the
greater part of England, resulting in the various dialects of the
Anglisc tongue superseding the Cymric, and the perishing
of the native names in England.

The population of England, during the Roman period, has
been estimated at about %50,000, and by the time of the
Norman conquest it had doubled.> The increase, slow as it
was, must not be put down entirely to the propagation of
Cymry and Saxon, the inflow of other races had already com-
menced, adding to the population, and to the variety of our
languages and our names.

Asser mentions that “ Franci autem multi Frisones, Gallj,
Pagani, Britones et Scoti, Armorici ”’, both nobles and persons
of low degree, submitted to the rule of Alfred (ninth century).?
The Franks and Frisians were the principal merchants of
Western Europe, and considerable commerce was carried on
by them with the Anglo-Saxons, who required manufactured
articles and technical workmanship, which could not be
obtained in England. Another great factor in the introduction
of alien names into Britain was the considerable religious
intercourse, which commenced with the arrival of Augustine
and his companions in A.D. 596, and was maintained largely
by the activity of foreign monks. It is manifest, therefore,
that in any extensive list of English names, even at this early
date, some may be alien. The great influence of the Norsemen,
who themselves brought Frisians to the country, will be
mentioned towards the end of this chapter.

Anglo-Saxon Personal Names. The researches of
Turner (1799-1852),* Kemble (1846), Birch (1885),5 and Searle
(1897) have provided foundation for an inquiry into the nature
of Anglo-Saxon (Old English) personal names.®

L British History, by John Wade, 3rd ed., p. 6.

* Rise and Progress of the English Constitution, by Sir E. Creasy, 1907,
P. 57. The author refers to various estimates of from a million to two millions.

3 De Rebus gestis Elfredi. .

4 History of the Anglo-Saxons, by Sharon Turner, 1852, 7th ed., vol. iii.

5 Cartulavium Saxonicum, by W. de G. Birch, 1885-93.

¢ In compiling these notes I have availed myself freely of the valuable
observations on O.E. nomenclature made by Kemble, Turner, Searle, and
Redin.
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Anelo-Saxon parents gave names to their infants
at glkrl:;l t(?re bapgtism is exlz)idenced by several tenth—l(;entury
harters, which record that the persons named had een sz
Ca]led by will of  their parents ” from the cradle and “‘ no
?om accident .1 Every one of these designations, like those
orf other Indo-European races, originally ha(El‘ a 51gr,1’1f:10atflfn,
sometimes personally descriptive, as Muce%’ . large h,t'o Zr;
metaphorical, as Adelwulf “ noble wolf " ; pI:‘fOp ?f 1(1:, as
Eadwig ¢ prosperity in war”; or entirely fanci 1{( , s
Heahstan ¢ lofty rock ”’. These names are not‘always ransd
latable, owing to corruption, apocopation, or squbql(ienqir:; %Ill
ossibly, in some cases, to the language not being 1 e.rﬁu 3 'fé
A few examples, representative of many others, will illustra
the main characteristics of Old English names.

Bovs

lired : elf, m.f. “elf 7 ; ved, m. counsel "". .
g:eorhtwulf{ beorht, adj. ‘“ noble ”’ ; ’wulf, rﬁ wo,l,f .
Dunstan : dunn, adj. * brown s stdm, fn rock‘ -
Ceolmund : céol, m. ‘‘ ship s mund, £ ) g}'ofcect,l’on .
Eadric : éad, n. ¢ prosperity ' ; rice, adj. : 1"‘10h‘ c
Hereberht : here, m. ““ army ' ; beorht, adj. bright ”.

Leofsige : léof, adj. ““ beloved " ; sigei m. victo’l"y ”,
Osbeald ; ds, m. “a god”; beald, z.xd]. ¢ s’ffong -
Reedwine ; réd, m. “ counsel ” ; wine, m. friend .

GIRLS
foiva: elf, m.i “elf”; giefu, £.“ favour ”. )
‘;E%fveglswié : a{éel “noble ”’ ; swid, adj. s:c‘rong. o
Deorwynn : deor, adj. * dear Y wynn, f‘.‘ dellght” .
Gisldryd : gisl, m. *“ hostage » . Bryd, 1. stn?gth . f onstle
Heahburh : heah, adj. “ high ” or hat‘lghty ; b’t,ﬁ’h, . ““cas .
Wulfdryd : wulf, m. ““ wolf " Bryd, . *“ strength ”’.

is no certainty about the translations; each falernent
of al::}gfli)ound has ofteg many meanings, so that a consﬂerg%}e
range of significations may be_found. Sometimes a sensl lfe-
interpretation is not readily d1s'covered,' as Wulfstan vs.rg
rock 7 or “ wolf-stone ”’, and it is to be inferred t.hat the i ea;
conveyed by these compound names was of small 1mpor§ance.
Even slaves appear to have had figurative and ower?if
names, as, for instance, Sx0ry0, which may be rendere
“sea-power * or ‘“ glory ”’; in fact, the bondmen appear to

]

have retained fanciful appellations longer than their overlords.

i CD., vol. v, Nos.
1 Bri . tt. MS., Claud. B. vi, pp- 34., 62, etc. K )
1164 1?1;;65 M}l;ﬁl(;.% incunabulis sua infantilitatis, non fortuitu sed uoluntate

arentum, nomen accepit Wulfric.” ) )

- rgnEI:'LI;lis?L Place N anI'L)e Society., vol. i, pt. 1, p. 1_68.. A. S. Ellis thé)x;;g_(l)l; tltlﬁz
2 name like Bern-ulf was so_corstructed as_te indicate a descenzgl)

Bernings and the Ulfings (Yerks. Arch., ]ou:”mda.ql8’7n.~,“u. vol. v, p. .
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